Filiations with the Metaphydcah
could not have lived in an age of more instruction', he wrote,
'had we been left to our own choice. We have seen such vicissi-
tudes and examples of human frailty, as the former world (had
they happened in those ages) would have deemed prodigies.
We have seen Princes brought to their graves by a new way,
and the highest orders of humane honours trampled upon by
the lowest. We have seene Judgement beginning at Gods
Church and (what hath beene never heard of, since it
was redeem'd and established by his blessed Son,) we have
seen his Ministers cast out of the Sanctuary, and barbarous
persons without light or perfection, usurping holy offices. A
day, an hour, a minute (saith Causabone) is sufficient to over-
turn and extirpate the most settled Governments, which
seemed to have been founded and rooted in Adamant'.
The mediaeval synthesis had broken down. Science and tech-
nology were displacing magic and theology. If the eye, fixed
more steadily upon the physical universe, saw the possibili-
ties of subduing it, there was also a clearer insight into its in-
tricacies and betrayals. Naturally, one can no more lump to-
gether indiscriminately the poets of this period than those of
any other, yet a certain unanimity of apprehension and of
method is observable in the work of those whom we designate
the metaphysicals. Fascinated by the new learning, and unable
to fit it into the framework of received opinion; adventuring
among ideas as their forebears had adventured in foreign
places, and likewise returning with a more elaborate picture
of the earth and of man, the best minds could not produce
verse that was 'simple, sensuous and passionate'. On the con-
trary, the outstanding work of the school is complex, intellec-
tual and at times agonizedly sceptical
The most representative of the group, and the most influen-
tial in our time, John Donne, was Shakespeare's junior by
nine years, and when Milton was born, a man of thirty-five- If
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